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impervious even to the artillery fire of those days, and so well
sited as to necessitate a direct assault, which was always costly
and often unsuccessful. Expelled from one, they would retire
to another, and so weary out their enemy by enforcing on him
a series of bloody and fruitless attacks until his advance was
brought to a stand. Eventually their resistance was overcome
by the British investing their positions and compelling them in
their turn either to attack or be starved into surrender; but
it was Jong before this method was adopted, and the cost in
money and lives of these wars eventually attained so high a
figure that before the actual completion of the victory the
British troops were withdrawn from the colony, leaving the
final settlement with the Maoris to the New Zealand forces.
 1.	The First Maori War, 1860-1861.—A petty dispute as
to the ownership of certain lands in the Taranaki district in
1860 brought about a general rising of the natives, who had
long seen with misgiving the process of continued petty en-
croachments by the white man on their ancestral domains.
The first British attempt, in March 1860, to suppress the
revolt was ill-conceived and worse conducted, and several
bloody repulses were suffered before the Maori " pahs ", so
that reinforcements from Australia had to be awaited before
fresh operations could be undertaken.    Before these came on
the scene the enemy had disappeared into the interior, and the
task of following him up was one of great labour and difficulty.
Eventually the pursuers came up against his new positions,
from several of which he was expelled at considerable cost, and
the war thereafter degenerated into guerilla operations which
were finally terminated by a truce and a treaty early in 1861.
 2.	The Second War, 1863-1866.—Meanwhile the Maoris
in the heart of the north island, though nominally subjected
to British rule, had thrown off their allegiance, set up a king
of their own at Ngaruawahia, a village situated on the Waikato
River, seventy-five miles south of Auckland, and commenced a
series of aggressive actions against the British settlers, which
brought on a second war.   In July 1863 Cameron with some
1500 men set off up the Waikato to crush the revolt at its
heart; but before he had got very far he was compelled to halt
before the ever-stiffening hostile resistance in his front, and by
a series of daring attacks on his lines of communication.    It was
not till November that the arrival of fresh troops enabled him
to renew his advance, drive the aborigines from their '* pahs "
—not without serious casualties—and take possession of the
Maori king's capital.   This achievement not proving decisive
of the campaign, he .was compelled.to follow them up farther
into the heart of their territory, forcing his way along rivers,

